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Forewords
et S

The success of the Wright Brothers in testing flight on 17 December 1903, which
is the beginning of international awviation, has prompted many countries to be interested

in the new world innovation and aim to have an airplane of their own.

Thailand first knew an airplane in 1911 when a foreigner visited the country to
perform an airshow in front of Thai spectators. From the moment onwards, we have
begun our interest and determine to start an aviation mainly for military purpose.

On 2 July 1912, the day that Phraya Chalermakas and Phraya Vehassayarnsilpsit
began their flying trainine in France, was the very first day that Thai flew, markine the
giant step of Thai aviation to leap forward. This coming 2 July 2012 will commence
100 years of this pride.

After our three founding fathers had finished flying training in France and retumed
home to build a solid ground of aviation in Thailand, it had been learned that airplanes
are not only useful for military purpose, but also for other means of transportation
which resulted in the change in people’s lives to be faster and more convenient in

traveling, transporting, and commerce.

As a Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Air Force who has been invited to
make official visits and attend meetings with our air force counterparts, | have found
that many countries have begun their aviation around the same time as Thailand.
Those countries are such as Sweden, the Netherlands, Turkey, South Africa, Australia,
China and India.

From above, it can be seen that the beeinnines of aviation in Thailand and other

countries were in the same period, and that Thailand is one of the forerunners in the

world and possibly the leader in Asia,

The development of aviation in Thailand has come from three groups of persons
as follows.



1. Monarchy: especially the Kings and members of the Royal Family of Chakri
Dynasty. As aviation has begun during the reign of King Rama VI who at that time
has the highest power in ruling the country, the decision-making concerning the
founding of aviation in Thailand was in his power. The speed of the Thai aviation
development was truly up to the judgement and good vision of the King. Nevertheless,
every king since then - King Rama VI, King Rama VI, and King Bhumibol Adulyade;,
the present king - has played a role in Thai aviation. All of the kings have paid visits
to see the development and progress of the aviation, which is a great encouragement
to personnel concerned and is one of the factors that reinforce the growth of the
aviation until today. It can be said that “the Four Reigns of Chakri Dynasty” is certainly
the era of the beginning and development of Thai aviation.

2. Founding fathers of the Royal Thai Air Force: which are Air Marshal Phraya
Chalermakas, Group Captain Phraya Vehassayarnsilpsit, and Group Captain Phraya
Tayarnpikard. They deserve to be honoured not only by airmen, but also by all Thais
due to their dilieence and determination to serve the defence forces as well as the
country at their full capacity without fear of risking their lives flying on a new kind of
vehicle that no Thai had ever done before. Moreover, they cherished the ideal of
earmnest officials with a goal to use knowledge they had learned to build an aviation
in Thailand from a small aviation unit in the Royal Thai Army consisted of only
three persons and eight airplanes. They had to do everything from inspection, flying,
repairing, and maintenance to finding suitable airports, recruiting capable pilots and
mechanics, and even planning to build our own airplanes as well as finding financial
supports to purchase and build airplanes to lessen the governmental support. Cnly
100 years after the first day that the foundineg fathers had their flights in France,
the Royal Thai Air Force currently has around 45,000 personnel and over 300 airplanes
of many types with advanced technology on the same level as in many developed
countries. All these accomplishments are owned to our three founding fathers whe
had paved the way for us. Their goodness is a great benefaction to the aviation
as well as Thailand. It is an honour that the Royal Thai Air Force is having a chance to
organise an event to commemorate “The Centennial of the Royal Thal Air Force
Founding Fathers® Aviation™ on 2 July 2012 to show our recognition to the founding
fathers that are respected among airmen now and then.

3. Thai People: which have played an important role in Thai aviation from

the beginning. When the government purchased the first airplanes consisted of



four Nieuport monoplanes and three Breguet biplanes, Chao Phraya Apai Phubes
(Chum Apaiwongse) kindly donated money to buy one more Breguet in order to get
the sarme number of planes as Nieuport. Therefore, it can be said that we have started
our air power with only eight airplanes, one of which was contributed by a civilian who
realised the importance of Thai aviation in the future. Since then, the aviation has
developed accordingly. Aviation has been a subject of interest of people from different
parts of the country as it is a new technology, but above all, many have realised the
importance of aviation especially having a proper number of advanced airplanes.
Accordingly, there have been financial supports to buy and build airplanes continuingly
to almost 100 airplanes at the beginning period. Some of them have been inscribed
the names in honour and appreciation of the benefactors who came from every walk
of life. Until now, although airplane and equipment procurements are mainly made
through government budget, the money eventually still comes from Thai people in
the form of taxes. Supports from the people is another driving force causing Thai
aviation to grow tremendously in order to guarantee the defence of national sovereignty
like the sayine “Thai sky is not allowed to be invaded by anyone.”

The bock “The Four Reigns of Chakri Dynasty, The Centennial of the Royal
Thal Air Force Founding Fathers’ Aviation” is, therefore, a collection of photographs
and archives which records the evolution of Thai aviation from the beginning to the
present, including a determination to develop our air power to be stronger as one of
the best air forces in the region in the future.

| would like to make a merit for all the values and good deeds in this book to
the “Monarch and the Royal Family™ who have provided enormous support to Thai
aviation, to the "Founding fathers of the Royal Thai Air Force” who had laid a solid
foundation for Thai aviation industry, and to “Thai People” who have contributed to
the activities of the Royal Thai Air Force all aloneg.

On behalf of the airmen, | will strongly follow the path that our founding fathers
had done before to develop the Royal Thai Air Force to maintain confidence of the
people, to be honoured internationally, and to be a Royal Thai Air Force for “Nation,
Throne, and People” always.

Stlapa- 81l

(Itthaporn Subhawong)
RTAF Commander-in-Chief

Air Chief Marshal
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Thai Aviation in the Reign of His Majesty

King Vajiravudh (Rama VD)

Thai Aviation in the Reign ot
His Majesty King Vajiravudh
(Rama VI)

The history of the Royal Thai Air Force started in 1911, in the reign of His Majesty King Vajiravudh
(Rama VI) when a Belgian aviator, Charles Van Den Born, flew a Henri Farman IV biplane named
“Wanda” in the first public flying demonstration in Thailand which was organised from January 31 to
February 6, 1911, at Sra Pathum Racecourse (at present, the Royal Bangkok Sports Club).

His Majesty King Vajiravudh pursued the vision with strong determination to create an aviation
capability. Additionally, after a visit to Europe for a broadened view of military affairs and the opportunity
to experience the advancement of military aviation in France in 1911, General His Royal Highness Prince
Chakrabongse Bhuvanath (Prince of Bisnulok), the Chief of Staff; General His Royal Highness Prince
Purachatra Jayakar (Prince of Kambaengbejra); and Field Marshal His Royal Highness Prince Nakorn
Jaisri Suradej (the Minister of War) initiated the establishment of an aviation unit as a part of the Royal
Siamese Army since they realized the necessity of having the aircraft to defend the country.

General His Royal Highness Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath (Prince of Bisnulok), the Chief of Staff,
always realized the importance of powerful aviation operation which he once stated, “Air power is the sole
shield to protect our nation against wars and renders great service for transportation during peacetime.”
He laid the foundation for Thai aviation and consequently has been praised by the Royal Thai Air Force
as “Father of the Royal Thai Air Force.”

In 1911, General His Royal Highness Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath (Prince of Bisnulpk), the
Chief of Staff, dispatched three army officers to obtain the aviation training in France:

1. Then Major Luang Sakdi Salyavudh, later Air Marshal Phraya Chalermakas
2. Then Captain Luang Arvudhsikikorn, later Group Captain Phraya Vehasayansilpsit
3. Then Lieutenant Thip Ketudat, later Group Captain Phraya Thayanpikart.

The three officers departed for France on February 28, 1911, and arrived in France on March 21,
1911. They spent the first period of time learning French language until they were able to communicate
in French. Then they began the aviation training on June 10, 1912,

The first flying of Thai aviators was on July 2, 1912 when then Major Luang Sakdi Salyavudh
flew a Breguet biplane during his flying training at Villa Coublay Airport and then Captain Luang
Arvudhsikikorn flew a Nieuport monoplane during his flying training at Mourmelon-le-Grand. For
Lieutenant Thip Ketudat, he flew a Nieuport monoplane on July 27, 1912,

The first flying of the three Thai officers marked the first great historic event of Thai aviation.
Hence, July 2, 2012 is considered the day of the “Centennial of the RTAF Founding Fathers’ Aviation.”
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The three officers’ accomplishment of the aviation training in France was described in chronological
order as follows:

» On October 8, 1912, then Major Luang Sakdi Salyavudh completed the aviation training and
received the aviator certificate from the A€ro-Club de France. Afterwards he attended the pilot
training course conducted by the French Army (I'Aviation Legere de I'Armee de Terre (ALAT))
and graduated on June 5, 1913

» Then Lieutenant Thip Ketudat and then Captain Luang Arvudhsikikorn completed the aviation
training and received the aviator certificate from the Adro-Club de France on April 24, 1913, and
on June 9, 1913, respectively.

The three officers were the first aviators of Thailand. After returning to Thailand on November 2,
1913, the three aviators took great responsibility in the development of the Thai aviation operation by
being both aviators and mechanics. Hence, they were held in high esteem by the Royal Thai Air Force as
“Founding Fathers of the Royal Thai Air Force.”

During their training in France, the Ministry of War authorised the first purchase of four Nieuport
monoplanes and three Breguet biplanes from France. The fourth Breguet biplane, which was donated by
Chao Phraya Aphai Bhubet, brought the total number of the purchased aircraft to eight, all of which
were shipped and arrived in Thailand in December 1913.

In 1913, the Ministry of War established the Army Aviation Unit under the command of Lieutenant
General Prince Kambaengbejra Agrayodhin, Inspector General of the Royal Engineers. The first airfield
in Thailand was at Sra Pathum Racecourse and eight hangars were constructed on a piece of land belonging
to the Police Training School, later the Metropolitan Police School, to keep these eight aircraft.

On December 29, 1913, the first flying demonstration by Thai aviators was held at Sra Pathum
Racecourse. The immense crowds of people including military personnel and civil servants enjoyed the
spectacular moment when the aviators flew the first three Nieuport monoplanes belonging to Thailand.

With great interest in the Thai aviation, His Majesty King Vajiravudh visited the airfields four times,
both at Sra Pathum Racecourse and at Don Muang Airfield.

On January 13, 1913, the first three Thai aviators presented their flying demonstration at Sra Pathum
Racecourse and released the confetti as a tribute to His Majesty King Vajiravudh who presided over the
event marking the advancement of Thai aviation. In order to commemorate this special event,
the Government announced January 13 of each year as “National Aviation Day.”

On January 25, 1914, the Royal Engineers Inspector General Regiment made a public announcement
for the first recruiting of a cadre of commissioned officers to be pilots. The required qualifications were
clearly stated. Eventually, eight successful candidates were selected to attend the basic pilot training; five
of them graduated and became pilots.

Due to the progress of Thai aviation, Sra Pathum Racecourse, the temporary airfield was not suitable

any longer; it was too small and swampy. Hence, Lieutenant Colonel Phra Chalermakas looked for a new
area to construct the permanent airfield and finally chose Don Muang Subdistrict (Tambon) which could
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be used as a year-round airfield since it was on high terrain and neither affected by flooding nor far from
the city. Consequently, the Ministry of War appointed the Royal Army Commissariat Regiment to take

responsibility in the construction of the new airfield at Don Muang Subdistrict.

On February 22, 1914, Lieutenant Colonel Phra Chalermakas officially accepted the newly built
airfield at Don Muang Subdistrict from the Royal Army Commissariat Regiment. Since then the military
personnel and equipment were relocated to the new airfield. On March 8, 1914, the first three Thai aviators
landed the airplanes on Don Muang Airfield for the first time. Later on, the Ministry of War issued an
order on March 27, 1914, for the establishment of the “Army Air Corps.” The Royal Thai Air Force
then announced March 27 of each year as “Air Force Commemoration Day.”

The Thai aviation gradually developed and the advancement could be clearly seen from the Thai-
built aircraft. The strong determination of “building our own aircraft” was accomplished when a Breguet
biplane was successfully built with all parts made from local materials, except the engine.

In 1915, the Army Air Corps tock part in the Army Combat Exercise for the first time; the aircraft,
the pilots, the observers, and the mechanics under its command.

On July 22, 1917, Thailand took part in World War I by the declaration of war on Germany and
Austria-Hungary; the Thai expeditionary force composed of a contingent of the Army Air Corps and the
Army Transportation Corps was sent to Europe, The participation in the Great War brought Thailand
world recognition which generated many beneficial effects on the nation, even in the following years.

On March 19, 1918, the Army Air Corps was upgraded to “The Army Air Division.”

In 1919, after the end of World War I, Thailand purchased more aircraft from France. There was
an increase in air traffic at Don Muang Airfield resulting from increased foreign air traffic.

On February 17, 1919, in order to demonstrate the potential of air transportation, the first airmail
service trial flight delivered a mailbag from Don Muang to Chanthaburi. Additionally, the flying
demonstrations were arranged for people in the area which made them feel so merry that they contributed
a large amount of money to support the Thai aviation.

In 1921, a number of airfields were constructed in other provinces and the aircraft were used as
the fastest means of transportation bringing medical staff and medicine to help people in the provinces
where there was the outbreak of an epidemic.

On July 20, 1921, two Breguet biplanes made the first flying across the Thai border to Phra Tabong
or Cambodian Battambang Province in order to escort the three French aircraft flying from Saigon to
Bangkok for wreath laying at the World War I Memorial in remembrance of the Thai fallen heroes of
World War L

On December 1, 1921, the Army Air Division was upgraded to the “Aeronautical Department.”

In the same year, the Engineering Section successfully built a number of Thai-built aircraft to be used for

governmental functions.
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On October 22, 1922, the Aeronautical Department sent four Breguet biplanes to Hanoi for wreath
laying in remembrance of the French fallen heroes in Haiphong during World War I.

On April 15-18, 1924, Brigadier General William L. Mitchell, the Deputy Chief of the Air Service
of the United States, visited the Royal Aeronautical Service and flew two sorties in a Breguet biplane,
He became the first foreigner to fly a Thai-built aircraft.

On November 6, 1924, there was the first night flight training at Don Muang Airfield. [n the same
year, the Ministry of War granted the opportunity for the Royal Thai Navy officers to attend the aviation
training to fulfil the positions of observers and pilots.

On August 5, 1925, the aerial photographs taken from the aircraft flying over Phra Nakom Province
(at present, Bangkok) and Phitsanulok Province were used to make aerial photographic mapping which
cost less than land surveying.
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King Prajadhipok (Rama VII)

Thai Aviation in the Reign ot
His Majesty King Prajadhipok
(Rama VII)

With great interest, His Majesty King Prajadhipok had made a total of five visits to the airfield to
witness the advancement of Thai aviation since he wasn't the crowned King of Siam. His Majesty praised
all the three Founding Fathers of the Royal Thai Air Force who had gained aeronautical knowledge in
France and had applied it to develop the Thai aviation. Furthermore, His Majesty envisioned an important

role of air power in national security and development.

Thai aviation gained interest from internally and from foreigners. There were an increasing number
of visits by foreign pilots and aircraft.

In 1927, with an intention to increase aeronautical knowledge, there was a plan to dispatch two
officers to attend advanced flying training in the United States of America in order to lay the foundations
of Thai aviation and an advanced training school of the Aeronautical Department, apart from the existing
basic and primary flying training schools.

On April 5, 1927, then Lieutenant Colonel Luang Vechayan Rangsarit (later, Air Marshal Munee
Mahasantana Vechayan Rangsarit, the First Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Air Force) successfully
designed and constructed a new aircraft of which the designation was “Paribatra”, pronounced “Boripat.”
It was the first aircraft designed and constructed by Thai people.

On November 21, 1928, there was a short distance night flight training from Don Muang Airfield
to the city of Phra Nakorn Province and to Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province.

In 1929, apart from constructing our own aircraft based on the design and construction of French
aircraft, there were an increasing number of purchased aircraft and granted patents for aircraft
manufacturing such as the British Bristol-Bulldog biplanes and Avro biplanes, and German Heinkel fighters.

During the same period of time, Lieutenant Colonel Luang Neramit Baijayonta designed a single-
seat fighter, graciously designated “Prajadhipok” by His Majesty. It was the second Thai-designed and
Thai-built aircraft and the first Thai-designed and Thai-built fighter.

On December 22, 1929, the Ministry of War authorized the Aeronautical Department to dispatch
three Paribatra bombers to India for an official visit invited by the Government of India. However, one
airplane faced difficulties on the way and needed to return. Therefore, on December 24, 1929, the Ministry
of War resent two Paribatra bombers to India but only one could accomplish the mission.

On December 31, 1930, the Ministry of War authorized the Aeronautical Department to dispatch

three Paribatra bombers for an official visit to Hanoi in order to strengthen the relationship between the
two nations. The mission was successful.
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Thai Aviation in the Reign of His Majesty

King Prajadhipok (Rama VI

On May 3, 1932, the Aeronautical Department held the opening ceremony of an advanced flying
training school which conducted advanced flying training for pilots at that time.

Between 1933 and 1934, the Aeronautical Department purchased a number of HAWK Il and Corsair
aircraft together with their patents from the United States of America Both types of aircraft played an
important role in the aerial combat in which Thailand participated at a later time.
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Thai Aviation in the Reign of His Majesty

King Ananda Mahidol (Rama VIII)

Thai Aviation in the Reign ot
His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol
(Rama VIII)

His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol was another Thai king who had paid great interest to the Thai
aviation since he was young. His Majesty first witnessed the Thai aviation at Don Muang Airfield when
he was only five years old. After his accession to the throne, he paid a total of four visits to the Royal
Thai Air Force.

Thai aviation was gradually developed in the reign of His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol; the Air
Force Division was upgraded to the Royal Thai Air Force during his reign.

Since 1935, there have been a number of constructions and purchases of various types of aircraft
for governmental functions.

On April 12, 1935, the Ministry of War issued an order redesignating the Aeronautical Department
as the Air Force Division.

On May 19, 1936, the Ministry of War issued a ministerial regulation regarding uniforms of the
Royal Thai Air Force personnel of which the design was used for the current uniforms of Royal Thai Air
Force personnel.

On April 9, 1937, the Ministry of War issued an order redesignating the Air Force Division as the
Royal Thai Air Force. Since then, the Royal Thai Air Force announced the ninth of April as the Royal Thai
Air Force Day.

On November 28, 1940, the first aerial combat between Thai aircraft and Vichy French aircraft
was the commencement of the Franco-Thai War. The aerial combat brought great reputation to the Royal
Thai Air Force for its victories. Consequently, a lot of pilots and tail gunners were promoted to higher
ranks and awarded with the bravery medals.

On December 8, 1941, in the Greater East Asia War, Japanese troops landed on the 5™ Air Base
Wing in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. The Royal Thai Air Force personnel and families living in the 5"
Air Base Wing launched a counter-attack against the beach landing of the Japanese troops. Their great
bravery has been praised since then.

At the same period of time, Wattana Nakorn Airport in Prachinburi Province was attacked by
modemn aircraft resulting in the loss of three Royal Thai Air Force fighters and pilots due to fewer forces.

A lot of Royal Thai Air Force pilots of squadrons responsible for protecting the capital city and
those of squadrons responsible for protecting Lampang Province were awarded with the bravery medals.
Additionally, at the end of the Greater East Asia War, a number of Royal Thai Air Force senior officers
took full participation in the operations of Free Thai Movement.
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Thai Aviation in the Reign ot
His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej (Rama IX)

Since His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej's accession to the throne, Thai aviation has progressed
remarkably. Similar to our former kings, His Majesty pays attention to aviation and has witnessed several
aviation events. Additionally, His Majesty travels in the Royal Thai Air Force aircraft to perform his royal

activities in various areas around Thailand reflects his realization of the importance of Thai aviation.

Thai aviation in his reign has changed over time and the advancement in aviation technology.
It is considered the vital changing points of air power in defending the country’s sovereignty, national
development and cooperation with our allied countries in various aspects.

Cutlined below are some key points in the development of Thai aviation:
» Since 1947, after World War II, the Royal Thai Air Force has ordered aircraft from both the
United Kingdom and the United States of America. We have also received great assistance and support
from the United States of America.

* On September 22, 1950, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched airlift mission teams and Air
MNursing teams to assist UN military operations in the Korean War.

= On March 27, 1952, the Royal Thai Air Force demonstrated the first aerobatics using four
Bearcat fighters.

» In 1953, the Royal Thai Air Force Academy was established. The opening ceremony of the
first class was on May 7, 1953,

» Since 1955, the Royal Thai Air Force has seen its jet era when the United States of America
presented the Royal Thai Air Force with six first model T-33 trainer aircraft.

» From February 15 to 18, 1956, the Royal Thai Air Force sent its force to join the first SEATO
combined exercise under the exercise code “Firm Link"” with the United States of America, the United
Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines.

= In 1956, the United States of America presented the Royal Thai Air Force with thirty-one
F-B4 fighter aircraft. They are considered the first Royal Thai Air Force turbojet fighter aircraft.

= In 1959, the Royal Thai Air Force sent its force to join the fire power demonstration cailed
“Flying Brothers” in the 1959 Pacific Fighter Weapons Conference for the first time at Clark Air Force
Base, the Philippines.
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» Between 1961 and 1963, the United States of America presented the Royal Thai Air Force
with several types of aircraft, such as F-86 and F-86L fighter aircraft, T-28 attack/trainer aircraft, U-10
administrative aircraft, and H-34 helicopters.

» On July 21, 1964, the Thai Government decided to render military assistance to the Vietnamese
Government in the Vietnam War by ordering the Royal Thai Air Force to deploy RTAF pilots and personnel
under the name “Victory Flying Unit” to conduct missions in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

» In 1964, the Unites States of America presented the Royal Thai Air Force with twenty-two
medium sized C-123 transport aircraft.

= From 1965 to 1983, the Royal Thai Air Force participated in the wars against the terrorism
of the communists in Thailand by employing air power to support the ground force missions until the
situations were resolved.

» From 1966 to 1967, the United States of America presented the Royal Thai Air Force with
F-5A/B fighter aircraft. They are considered our first supersonic fighters.

» From 1968 to 1976, the United States of America presented the Royal Thai Air Force with
several types of aircraft, such as O-1 observation aircraft, T-41 trainer aircraft, UH-1H helicopters,
RF-5A reconnaissance/fighter aircraft, A-37 attack aircraft and C-123K transport aircraft.

 In 1971, the Royal Thai Air Force purchased sixteen OV-10 attack aircraft from the United
States of America. This is considered the first huge procurement for aircraft with the RTAF's own budget
after the year 1945.

s In 1972, the Royal Thai Air Force provided aircraft to support the Royal Rainmaking Project,
one of His Majesty’s initiative projects. In 1994, the Royal Rainmaking Operation Flying Unit was established
and the Royal Thai Air Force has provided several types of aircraft to support this Royal Rainmaking
Project since then.,

« In 1974, the Royal Thai Air Force introduced twelve trainer aircraft, named “Chandra” or
B.F.17 trainer aircraft into operational service. They were designed and built by the Directorate of

Aeronautical Engineering.

» On September 25, 1978, the Royal Thai Air Force organized a ceremony to receive the first
squadron of F-5E/F fighter aircraft purchased from the United States of America to be in operational

service,

» On October 17, 1980, the Royal Thai Air Force organized a ceremony to receive heavy C-130
transport aircraft purchased from the United States of America to be in operational service.

« From March 1 to April 30, 1981, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched F-5E/F pilots, as well as
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ground personnel, to join the tactical air training under the exercise code “Red Flag 81-3" at Nellis
Air Force Base, Nevada, the United States of America for the first time. Later in 2000, the Royal Thai
Air Force dispatched RTAF F-16A/B ADF to join this exercise again under the exercise code “Red Flag
03-3.17

« From March 4 to 13, 1981, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with the Indonesian
Air Force for the first time under the exercise code “Elang Thainesia” at Wing 1, Nakhon Ratchasima

Province.

» From January 10 to 31, 1982, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with U.S. Pacific
Air Forces for the first ime under the exercise code “Cope Thunder 82-3" at Clark Air Base, the Philippines.
Later, the exercise code has changed to “Red Flag Alaska” and the Royal Thai Air Force first joined this
exercise from 6 July to 8 August 2007,

» From March 8 to 16, 1982, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with the Royal Malaysian
Air Force for the first time under the exercise code “Air Thamal” at Butterworth Airport, Malaysia.

* From June 6 to 15, 1982, the Royal Thai Force joined the exercise with the United States Navy
and the United States Marine Corps for the first time under the exercise code “Cobra Gold 82” in the
southern part of Thailand. Later, the exercise has changed to a joint/combined exercise and the
participants are from Thailand, the United States of America, and other allies.

« On July 25, 1982, the Royal Thai Air Force received 20 light transport aircraft, Nomad,
purchased from Australia.

= On March 27, 1983, the Royal Thai Air Force organized the opening ceremony for the new
RTAF Headquarters built on the east side of Don Muang Airport to replace the old one on the west
which was given away to the Airport Authority of Thailand in order to establish Bangkok International

Alrport.

» From March 10 to 16, 1983, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with the Republic of
Singapore Air Force for the first time under the exercise code “Air Thaising” at Paya Lebar Air Base,
Singapore and at Wing 1, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Later in 1994, this exercise code was changed to
“Cope Tiger” with the United Sates Air Force as one of the participants.

« In 1986, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with the United States Army Special
Forces for the first time under the exercise code “Badge Tram” in Thailand. Later the exercise code has
been changed to “Balance Torch/Teak Torch.”

* On January 29, 1987, the Directorate of Aeronautical Engineering presented the Royal Thai
Air Force with the two models of Fantrainer trainer aircraft: FT-400 for basic flying training and FT-600
for advanced flying training. Both models were built under the cooperation of RTAF and a German
company.
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» On October 2, 1987, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched the first six RTAF pilots to attend
the F-16A /B flying training in the United States of America where the aircraft were purchased. The six

pilots were:
Then Squadron Leader Itthaporn Subhawong
Then Squadron Leader Srichown Chanruang
Then Squadron Leader Winai Plengwitthaya
Then Squadron Leader Prajin Juntong
Then Squadron Leader Chana U-sathaporn
Then Flight Lieutenant Taksapol Na Lampang

= On July 2, 1988, the Royal Thai Air Force organized a ceremony to receive the first squadron
of F-16A/B fighter aircraft purchased from the United States to be in operational service. Then Squadron

Leader Ittiporn Suppawong was the first acting squadron commander.

» On November 1, 1989, the Royal Thai Air Force initiated air support to transport needed
supplies to alleviate problems of the locals who suffered from Typhoon Gay striking the South of

Thailand and causing enormous damage.

» In 1991, twenty PC-9 trainer aircraft were purchased from Switzerland for the purpose of
training student pilots. They entered operational service at Flying Training School.

» In 1992, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with the Royal New Zealand Air Force
for the first time under the exercise code “Thai-Kiwi 92" at Wing 1, Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

» In 1992, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise with the Royal Australian Air Force
for the first time under the exercise code “Thai Boomerang 92" at Wing 1, Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

= In 1993, as the Royal Thai Air Force played an initial critical part in providing air support
to assist Thai people who suffered from the typhoon in 1989 as well as natural disasters that have occurred
yearly. The Royal Air Force has set up a disaster relief committee responsible for this matter. Later, the
committee was changed to the “Royal Thai Air Force Disaster Relief Center.” Its main role is to provide
air force personnel and aircraft to immediately assist Thai people suffering from disasters or any special

emergency situation.

o In 1994, thirty-six L-39 trainer aircraft were purchased from the Czech Republic for the
purpose of training fighter pilots.

* On July 7 and 8, 1997, the Thai Government ordered the Royal Thai Air Force to transport over
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700 Thai people from the riot in Cambodia. The mission was successfully performed. Later, on January
30, 2003, similar mission was done again resulting in great appreciation to the Royal Thai Air Force.

» In 1998, the Royal Thai Air Force modified six C-47 transport aircraft which were out of
operational service to have higher capacity and sent them back to service. Therefore, they can be used to
support the missions of Royal Rainmaking Project and bush fire control. The modified aircraft are called
BT-67.

* On October 4, 1999, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched C-130 and air force personnel to
join the force of the Royal Thai Armed Forces under the code “Joint Task Force 972 Thai/East Timor"
for the UN peacekeeping missions in East Timor.

= In 2000, 25 Alpha Jet attack aircraft were purchased from Germany.

« In 2002, the Thai Government assigned the Royal Thai Air Force to transport Thai fruits to
the Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh in order to promote Thai agricultural products as
well as help Thai farmers. The Royal Thai Air Force has been assigned with similar tasks again in

other countries several times. It is considered one feasible way of employing air power to develop our

country.

= In 2003 and 2004, the Royal Thai Air Force presented the Philippine Air Force with twelve
OV-10 attack aircraft in accordance with the Government's policy in providing assistance to the Philippines.

* On December 8, 2003, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched C-130 to support the airlift missions
of Task Force 976 Thai-Iraq in humanitarian operation in Iraq. This is the first flight of C-130 to the Middle
East.

» On December 30, 2003, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched C-130 together with medical team
and medical supplies under the name of the Royal Thai Armed Forces for the humanitarian operation in
assisting people who suffered from the earthquake in Iran.

« In 2004, the Royal Thai Air Force joined the exercise “Pitch Black” in Australia for the first
time with other air forces from the United States of America, the United Kingdom, the Republic of
Singapore and other allied countries.

+ On March 27, 2004, the Royal Thai Air Force initiated “Air Chief Conference” in order to
strengthen the relationship among ASEAN Air Commander-in-Chiefs. Air Commander-in-Chief of each
ASEAN country rotates to hold the conference on a yearly basis. The Royal Thai Air Force held the second
conference from June 13 to June 16, 2011.

» On December 5, 2004, which is His Majesty the King's birthday anniversary, the Thai

Government assigned the Royal Thai Air Force to release 98 million paper birds folded by all Thais as
a symbol of best wishes to people in Narathiwat, Pattani, and Songkla Provinces. In order to perform
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this mission, the Royal Thai Air Force used 32 aircraft of various types. This event, which was broadcast
all over the world, has marked the significance of both the Royal Thai Air Force and Thai histories.

» On December 26, 2004, Tsunami struck southern provinces of Thailand on the Andaman Coast.
It was the first time ever that Tsunami occurred in the Indian Ocean region and was considered one of
the most severe disasters on Earth. The Royal Thai Air Force provided its personnel and aircraft to
transport suffered people for more than 400 sorties as well as to set up permanent accommodation for

them in Ranong Province.

» On October 13, 2005, the Thai Government assigned the Royal Thai Air Force to fly C-130 to
Islamic Republic of Pakistan in order to transport essential items for its people who suffered from the
severe earthquake.

* On November 30, 2005, the Royal Thai Air Force dispatched the first Air Task Force 9 to
perform peacekeeping missions in the area of three southernmost provinces.

= On May 31, 2006, the Thai Government ordered the Royal Thai Air Force to dispatch medical
team and 1000 tons of rice in C-130 fo assist people who suffered from the severe earthquake in Indonesia.

« On April 20, 2007, Boeing 737-800 purchased by the Royal Thai Air Force from the United

States to use as a royal aircraft arrived in Thailand.

» On September 17, 2007, the Directorate of Aeronautical Engineering conducted a test flight
of the model aircraft called “Directorate of Aeronautical Engineering Aircraft Model 2.” The project was
developed by the Directorate of Aeronautical Engineering personnel leading to the building of the Royal
Thai Air Force trainer aircraft, which is called “AF Aircraft 6."

» On January 8, 2008, the Cabinet approved the Royal Thai Air Force’s Project in purchasing six
Gripen 39C/D from the Kingdom of Sweden as well as accepted the special offers from the Swedish
Government, such as one Airborne Early Warning aircraft (AEW), and one Saab 340B transport

aircraft.

« On February 11, 2008, Air Chief Marshal Chalit Pookpasook, the then Commander-in-Chief
of the Royal Thai Air Force, as the representative of the Thai Government, signed the Gripen 39C/D
procurement agreement with the representative of the Swedish Government.

» On May 6, 2008, the Thai Government ordered the Royal Thai Air Force to dispatch C-130 to
transport the royal items as well as other items from the Government, the Royal Thai Armed Forces,
government sectors and organizations for charity to assist people who suffered from Cyclone Nargis in

Myanmar.

= In 2008, the Royal Thai Air Force initiated the construction of Air Force Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
prototype project by building several Unmanned Aerial Vehicles: one Cyber Eye Lite, two Cyber Eye V.2
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and two Tigershark IL

* On September 9, 2009, the Royal Thai Air Force organized the ceremony to receive four
ATR 72-500 medium sized airliners from France. One of them was going to be the royal aircraft, another
one would be a spare royal aircraft and the other two were going to be the VIP aircraft.

+ On March 12, 2010, the Royal Thai Air Force organized the ceremony to receive six DA-42
trainer aircraft and five DA-42MPP trainer aircraft from the Republic of Austria.

* On October 1, 2010, the Royal Thai Air Force established an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
squadron, Squadron 404, at Wing 4 and procured two Aerostar Unmanned Aerial Vehicles from Israel
together with related system and equipment to be in operational service for the first time.

* On November 16, 2010, the Cabinet approved the Royal Thai Air Force's Second Phase Project
in purchasing six Gripen 39C/D from the Kingdom of Sweden as well as accepted the special offers
from the Swedish Government, such as one Saab 340AEW aircraft with ERIEYE and RB15F Anti-ship
Missile .

* On November 23, 2010, Air Chief Marshal [tthaporn Subhawong, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Royal Thai Air Force, as the representative of the Thai Government, signed the second phase
Gripen 39C/D procurement agreement.

« On March 18, 2011, the Thai Government ordered the Royal Thai Air Force to dispatch C-130
to present the Japanese Government with the royal items in order to assist its people who suffered from

severe earthquake and Tsunami as well as to take Thai people back to their native soil.

+ On April 11, 2011, the Royal Thai Air Force organized the ceremony to receive three 5-92A
helicopters from the United States to enter the operational service as a royal vehicle.

s On July 7, 2011, the Royal Thai Air Force organized the ceremony to receive and enter six
Gripen 39C/D (phase 1) together with Saab 340AEW and Saab 340B to the operational service.

« In 2011, the Royal Thai Air Force developed Network Centric Air Force Project (NCAF) in
accordance with the Air Force strategies in order to prepare the construction of the Network Centric
Operations Center (WCOC) in the area of the Royal Thai Air Force Academy. The preparation to relocate
the Royal Thai Air Force Academy to Muak Lek District, Saraburi Province was also made.

= In August 2011, huge severe flooding cccurred in many provinces in Thailand. The Government
set up Flood Relief Operation Center and assigned the Royal Thai Air Force to be in charge of the Air
Operational Cooperation Center and the Search and Rescue Center. In response to the assignment, the
Royal Thai Air Force provided 16 aircraft to perform more than 400 flying hours, cooperated the air
operations in terms of disaster relieves, aerial reconnaissance photography, aerial survey, and air
evacuation. Although the Royal Thai Air Force made the flood prevention plan to protect Don Muang
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Air Force Base in advance, all the areas of the Air Force offices and accommodation could not survive
the floods occurring on October 27, 2011. All the areas were recovered and functioned normally on
Nowvember 9, 2011.

» On January 14, 2012, the Royal Thai Air Force organized National Children's Day 2012 and
performed the air show using Gripen 39C, the latest aircraft in operational service, to the public for the
first time. The Royal Thai Air Force also introduced its newest Aerobatic Squadron called “Blue Phoenix”
in an aerobatic air show using PC-9 from the Flying Training School. It was also the initiation of the
activity “Centennial of the RTAF Founding Fathers’ Aviation.”

» On January 23, 2012, the Royal Thai Air Force demonstrated air power employment in 2011
Tactical Air Operation Competition at Air Weapons Range in Chaibadan, Lopburi Province which was
held from January 9 to 27, 2012, This competition focused on utilizing digital and network technologies
which are the significant foundations in moving forwards to the Network Centric Operations in the future,
The aircraft in the demonstration of air power employment consisted of 33 aircraft of various types
including the first flight demonstration of Gripen 39C/D, Saab 340AEW and DA-42MPP. This
demonstration was witnessed by the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Department of
Defence, Secretary of Defence, Supreme Commander and Commander of each service.

« On July 2, 2012, the Royal Thai Air Force organized a grand air show to commemorate the first
flying demonstration of the Royal Thai Air Force Founding Fathers in France on July 2, 1912. It was also
considered the “Centennial of the RTAF Founding Fathers’Aviation.”

These events illustrate the important progression of Thai aviation. A great deal of credit is due to
those who made major contributions and sacrifices to the evolution. They can take pride in their

accomplishments both personally and for their country.
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One of the Best Air Forces in ASEAN

From the Centennial of the

Royal Thai Air Force Founding Fathers'
Aviation to One of the Best

Air Forces in ASEAN

The three Founding Fathers started flying in France on July 2, 1912, which was marked as an
important event in Thai history. They were the first group to fly in Thailand.

Upon successful completion of their aviation training, the Royal Thai Air Force Founding Fathers
returned to Thailand and laid the foundation of the Thai aviation by conducting major roles as aviators,
instructor pilots, and aircraft mechanics, including constructing airfields as well as aircraft.

The Royal Thai Air Force Founding Fathers were instrumental in the development of the air power
with only eight aircraft and three aviators, and this contributed to the Royal Thai Air Force as it is today.
The contributions of the Royal Thai Air Force Founding Fathers: Air Marshal Phraya Chalermakas, Group
Captain Phraya Vehasayarnsilpsit, and Group Captain Phraya Thayampikart, have dramatically influenced
the evolution of Thai aviation from their first flight one hundred years ago.

In 1929, Air Marshal Phraya Chalermakas had strong determination in demonstrating the Royal
Thai Air Force air power internationally, with the hope that “From now on, the Aviation Department
will organize the flights to honor the prestige of the country with the flights overseas, namely on
the East, from the French region to China and Japan, on the South, to Singapore, Sumatra, Java and
Australia, and on the West to India and Europe.”

From his vision on that day, leading to reality today, the aircraft of the Royal Thai Air Force have
been flying with prestige to various countries in almost every continent, including Asia, Europe,
America and Australia.

The Royal Thai Air Force has set up the development guidelines as "Air Force Vision 2019” with
the ambition of becoming "One of the Best Air Forces in ASEAN.”

The Royal Thai Air Force has set up the stages for its development as follows:

Phase 1: From 2008 to 2011 as "Digital Air Force: DAF" with the capability in combat operations
and operations other than war, in response to threats of all kinds by mainly implementing
digital technology.

Phase 2: From 2012 to 2015 as "Network Centric Air Force: NCAF" with the capability in combat

operations and operations other than war, in response to threats of all kinds, including
the threat of a new era with the use of network-centric warfare.
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From the Centennial of the Royal Thai Air Force Founding Fathers” Aviation to

One of the Best Air Forces in ASEAN

Phase 3: From 2016 to 2019 as "One of the Best Air Forces in ASEAN" with the capability in
implementing digital technology and the concepts of effective use of network-centric
combat operations and operations other than war, in response to threats of all kinds on
the basis of self-reliance as much as possible.

From 1912 to 2012, a one-hundred-year span of the development of air power, the Royal Thai
Air Force is ready to move forward to 2019, to being a "Leading Air Force in the Region". Moving forward,
the Royal Thai Force stands ready to play a never ending role in the national security of the Royal Thai
Armed Forces. As evidenced by its impressive history, the Royal Thai Air Force is committed to defending
the sovereignty of the nation, contributing to the progress of the country and the welfare of her people
forever.
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